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Principal 
Welcome to the 2024 school year! A special welcome our new Reception students and newly enrolled families 
to the Waikerie Primary School community. We have nine classes this year and some staff working in different 
rooms and roles.  Our 2024 Leadership and Teaching staff are:  
 

Deputy Principal                    Student Wellbeing Leader  
Leanne Jones         Sarah Schiller 
(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) (Monday, Thursday, Friday)  
 

 
          
     
 
 
 
                    

                  Room 8                                         Room 7                                        Room 4                                              Room 3     
  Natasha Wall   Sarah Schiller                 Sharna Linke              Hannah Marks    Alison Pietsch                        Nina Rayner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
     

                 
               Room 6                    Room 5                            Science and PE                    The Arts                      Spanish    
      Connie Valentine                Samantha Schubert                 Jeany Winter                 Chris Mibus              Rachel Lawson   
  

 
  
 
 
 
  

                                     

                                     Room 11                        Room 12                          Room 10           Early Years support/AET 
                                 Hayley Sincock              Lorraine Fechner            Sarah Kipling                Julia Golding   

  

 

 

Principal: Megan Higgins                                                 Governing Council Chairperson:  Deb Schutz 

              

 

Term 1                                        Wednesday January 31st 2024                                        Week 1 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
  February 23rd    Primary Splash Carnival 

  February 26th     Junior Primary Splash Carnival 

  To be advised   Family Night 

  March 8th    Student Free Day  

  March 11th    Adelaide Cup public holiday 

  Respect    Responsibility    Persistence   

Confidence     Care     Honesty 

23 Coombe Terrace, Waikerie, SA, 5330 
Phone: 85412733 
dl.0456.info@schools.sa.edu.au, www.waikerieps.sa.edu.au 

mailto:dl.0456.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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We also welcome back our dedicated team of School Support Staff; Di, Penny, Cheryl, Rachel, Michelle, Shane, Jenna, 
Tina, Maria, Renee and Tamara working in administration and classroom support across the school.  Clive continues as 
our grounds person, Anna in playgroup and Sara Bayha as our Pastoral Care Worker.  
 

Our 2024 School Improvement Plan Goals and Actions have been reviewed with a continued focus on Reading, Phonics 

and Maths.  You will hear about some of our actions to support these goals throughout the year. 

The first few weeks are packed with activities including Life Education SA, swimming and JAM Band. 
There are also some upcoming dates this term that are to be confirmed. Please keep an eye out via 
newsletters and Seesaw for details.  
 

We are planning to hold a Family Night this term and provide an opportunity for families to come in to 

school, visit the classrooms and chat with the teachers. We will update you about details as soon as 
they are confirmed, and would love to see you there.  
 

 

Our School Governing Council meet twice each term and work with Leadership to monitor the progress 

and direction of the school, including the School Improvement Plan, budget and reporting to the school 
community. Parents can also be involved in Sub-committees including Finance, Fundraising and Out of 
School Hours Care. If you are interested in joining School Governing Council or a sub-committee, please 

submit the nomination form or speak to one of our current Governing Council members: Deb Schutz, Rachael Thomson, 
Denae Paschke, Phil Valentine, James Hodson, Rebekah Wallace, Tanya Starling, Maddi Gleed. Please return the 
nomination form to a Council Member or school office by Friday 23rd February if you are interested in joining. Our proposed 
date for the Annual General Meeting is Monday February 26th at 7pm, followed by the first General Meeting.   
 

Please let us know if there are any updates or changes to your contact details, child’s home address, emergency contacts 
and or any other relevant information the school should be aware of.  
 

We look forward to a great year ☺ Megan  
 

Deputy Principal 
Welcome to the 2024 school year.  We are excited to be back and share in and support you with your child’s 
schooling this year. 
 

Mobile phones - The department’s position is that primary aged students cannot use their 
mobile phones and personal devices at school during school hours. The department and the school 
recognise that there are legitimate reasons for students to bring a mobile phone or personal device 
to school. This may include:  

• to ensure their safety while travelling  

• so that parents can contact them outside of school hours.  
During the school day students are not permitted to access or use their mobile phones or other personal devices. The 
Waikerie Primary School Policy states that student’s phones are to be handed into the office at the beginning of the day 
and collected by the student at the end of the day. Phones are to remain turned off until the student is off school grounds.  
 

We ask that students do not bring in food from home, such as cupcakes for birthdays etc. Although this is a 
lovely idea to celebrate something special, we do need to be mindful of what other children in the school are 
able to and permitted to eat. Please speak to your child’s teacher about possible alternatives, such as bubbles 
if this is something you still wish to do.   
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Seesaw is a regular form of communication between school and home. We appreciate parent/carer involvement 
and love sharing your child's learning with you. It is a valuable platform to maintain regular contact with your 
child's teacher about their learning. We kindly remind you that teachers may reply to private messages between 
8am and 5.30pm, however they won’t be responding to messages outside these hours. Teachers will reply to your 

message within 48 hours. Please ensure that you phone the school for any urgent matters (for example if your child needs 
to catch the bus home). Furthermore, we kindly ask that any matters relating to a concern or grievance be discussed via 
phone or in person with the class teacher, not via a Seesaw message.  Please let class teachers know as soon as possible if 
you do not give consent for your child to be pictured in group photos that will be shared to all families in the classroom.  If 
you have any questions or issues accessing or connecting to Seesaw please see me for support. 
 

NAPLAN is the National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy that happens each 
year across the country.  Students in Year 3 and 5 will take part in Naplan in Term 1 this 
year.  In week 5, some of the students involved will sit the coordinated practise test on 
Tuesday the 28th February.  This tests the platform to make sure the technology and system 
will run smoothly during the testing window.  The Naplan tests will officially begin in week 
7 Wednesday the 15th March through to Monday the 27th March.  Students in year 3 will complete the writing test on paper 
and all other tests will be online using the NAP platform.  Students will complete four components.  Writing, Reading, 
Conventions of Language and Numeracy.  Please see your child’s class teacher if you have questions.     
Attached to the Newsletter is the privacy collection notice for parents. 
 

Swimming lessons are being held this term for all students in Reception to Year 5. Students in Reception to Year 2 will have 
five lessons across Week 3, which will be held in the School Pool.  The JP SPLASH Carnival will be held on Monday 26th 
February which the House Captains will be involved with.  The Year 3-5 students will participate in lessons in the Town Pool 
in Week 4 Monday – Thursday and the Primary SPLASH Carnival (year 3-6) will be held on Friday 23rd February.  All students 
in Year 6 will attend Aquatics lessons in Term 4.  
 

Leanne ☺ 

 
 

Student Wellbeing Leader – Sarah Schiller 
Welcome to another busy and exciting school year! By now your students will have settled into their 
classrooms and are getting to know their teacher and the new routines. I too have been busy settling into 
my new role as Student Wellbeing Leader and I am learning as I go! I will be working in this role on Monday, 
Thursday and Friday as well as teaching in Room 8 on Tuesday and Wednesday. It was great to see so many 

smiling faces on Monday when I went to visit each class. Keeping those smiles on our student’s faces is important to all of 
us at Waikerie Primary School, but at times we are faced with challenges. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to your 
student’s teacher or chat to me so that we can keep your child’s schooling on track and successful. 
 

Life ED- During Week 2 and 3 we are lucky enough to be hosting Life Ed and Healthy Harold the Giraffe. Each class will be 
visiting the Life Ed Dome twice and this will be located in the Gym. Topics will be about making decisions, friendships and 
feelings as well as keeping your body healthy. Class teachers have more detailed information on what session your student 
is attending. 
 

School Leadership Positions- The process for our School Leaders and House Captains is about to start. Application forms 
will be coming home tomorrow and speeches will be in Week 2 and 3. If you are a parent of a Year 6, please keep your 
eye out for these and take note of the timeline that is set. This is a great opportunity for your student to gain some 
valuable leadership skills and be a good role model for their peers. Student Voice will be selected after these positions are 
established. 
 

Sarah ☺ 

  

SCHOOL HATS HAVE ARRIVED… 

We now have small/medium 
and medium/large 

available at the office. 
$8.00 each 
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Material and Services Charges (School fees) 
Invoices for Material and Services Charges for 2024 are being sent home in an envelope today with your youngest child. 
Fees may be paid by cheque, cash or credit card at the office or they may be paid direct to our bank account. Our bank 
details are at the bottom of invoice or contact the school if needed. Fees may also be paid by instalments – please enquire 
at the office for an instalment application. Thank you to parents who have already submitted School Card applications. 
 
2024 School Card 
School Card forms are now available from the school office or you may apply online at 
www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard. To qualify for school card, your family’s gross income must be below a certain 
limit. Income limits for this year are below. 
 

Eligibility income limits for a student attending a government school 
 No. of dependent children  Gross annual School Card income limit 

 1 child    $70,994 
 2 children   $72,262 
 3 children   $73,530 
 4 children   $74,798 
 5 children   $76,066 
 Each additional child  $1,268 
 

Waikerie Out of School Hours Care (WOOSHC) 
Waikerie School Hours Care service (WOOSHC) is on site here at the school. The service provides safe, 
quality care and education, whilst supporting parents, caregivers and staff within our diverse community. 
It is a place for children to learn, have fun, be exposed to new experiences, enjoy playing together, and 
develop friendly relationships and life skills. 

 
HOURS OF OPERATION  
After school care  - The service is open from 3.00pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday and 2.30pm-6.00pm on Thursdays. The 
service is closed on Public Holidays.   
End of Term Early Finish - The service will open from 2.15pm to 6.00pm. 
 

Student Free Days - If more than eight children are booked in to attend at least one week before the student free day, the 
service will open between 7.00am to 6.00pm.   
 

Vacation care  - The service will be open between 7.00am to 6.00pm. Monday to Friday except for Public Holidays but 
may  be closed for a brief time during the Christmas/New Year period. 
 

For bookings or enquiries please contact Sandy -  phone 0419 845 451  or email waikerieoshc@bigpond.com  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nomination for Governing Council or Committee 
 

Name_________________________________________            Phone Number: _________________  
 

Child/s Name__________________________________               Room _________  
 

 Please circle Governing Council and / or the committee of interest  
 

                                            Governing Council                    Finance                 Fundraising     
 

                                                          Waikerie Out of School Hours Care (WOOSHC) 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Interest to attend AGM – proposed date Monday, February 26th 2024 

 

I am interested in attending the Waikerie Primary School AGM               Name ________________________ 
  

http://www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
tel:0419%20845%20451
mailto:waikerieoshc@bigpond.com
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Presented with the support of Country Arts SA and the District Council of Waikerie Loxton 
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