
Waikerie Primary School

2021 annual report to the community
Waikerie Primary School Number: 0456

Partnership: Waikerie

School principal:    Mrs Belinda Krollig

Governing council chair: Mrs Rachel Wills

Date of endorsement:  14 December 2021

Signature



Context and highlights
Waikerie Primary School is a category 4 school in the Riverland. In 2021 we started the year with 225 students in 10 
classes. Twenty-four of these students were receptions and forty-three graduating year 6 and 7 students. 

The student population includes approximately:
• 31% school card holders
• 7% students with English as an Additional Language
• 6% students with disabilities and
• 5% Aboriginal students.

The leadership team consists of the principal, fulltime deputy and 0.6 Student Wellbeing leader. This year also saw the 
introduction of a 0.4 early years support teacher. There are 15 teaching staff and approximately 12 Student Support 
Officers who undertake classroom and administrative roles. The teaching staff consists of 3 specialist teachers in 
Science, The Arts and Spanish. 

The school also has an environmental team. The members are involved in recycling a variety of products including food 
scraps for the worms.

At Waikerie Primary we focus on our six values throughout all aspects of schooling. We also continue to develop the 
learner dispositions of curiosity, resilience and problem solving so our students become lifelong learners. Students 
demonstrating the values and dispositions receive acknowledgment through house tokens, assembly awards and the 
school newsletter.

In the first semester staff completed the final two Berry Street Education Modules and strategies have been incorporated 
in to the school’s behaviour support processes. 

2021 has again been a challenging year with COVID restrictions and the introduction of QR codes. 

High lights have included:
• term 1 acquaintance night
• SA Sporting events including athletics, netball, football, swimming and hockey
• Harmony Week
• Mothers and Father’s day stalls
• Volunteer morning tea
• Riverland Music festival
• Parent reading workshop
• Sports Day
• Run 4 Fun colour explosion
• Music performances 
• Children’s University
• Christian options
• Swimming lessons and year 6/7 aquatics
• Year 6 and 7 transition and graduation
• Tennis Hot Shots, SA Cricket

Students again completed various learning assessments including Brightpath writing, NAPLAN for years 3, 5 and 7, PAT-
R and PAT-M as well as Running Records for any student who had not reached level 30. 

Parents were informed of their children’s learning progress at term two discussions. The use of the SEESAW platform 
has been strengthened in 2021 and it has proven to be effective for communication and sharing of student learning.

Student Voice members met regularly with the Student Wellbeing leader and organised a number of fun activities 
including hot cross bun recess, dress-up day, Footy Colours and crazy hair.
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Goal 1: Increase the number of students retained in the higher bands in NAPLAN and PAT R
Target: 45% of year 6 students will achieve very above SEA < 123 in PAT
Result: Year 6 students 19/24 students 79% achieved very above in PAT R
Successful key actions: Early years support teacher 0.4 for targeted readers. Teacher analysis of data and next steps for 
student learning. Upskilling in the Big 6 of reading. JP parents provided comprehension strategy information. Heggerty in 
all R-2 classes. Whole school focus on two comprehension strategies a term. Explicit teaching of comprehension 
strategies. Waikerie Primary School Literacy Improvement Practices document. SSO classroom support for guided 
reading.

Goal 2:  Increase student achievement in writing.
Target: 85% of year 3 students will score 270 or above on the Brightpath scale in persuasive genre
Result: Year 3 21 of 36 students 58% scored 270 or above
Successful key actions: Teacher analysis of data and next steps for student learning. Whole school genre sequence and 
consistency of language. Two writing genres a term explicitly taught. Daily intentional writing. Brightpath tool and 
teaching points. Release for moderation of student writing samples.

Goal 3: Increase student achievement in Numeracy.
Target: 100% of year 5 students will achieve the SEA in NAPLAN, proficiency band 5
Result: 16 of the 20 year 5 students achieved the SEA in NAPLAN, 80%. 20% of them were in the higher bands.
Successful key actions: Teacher analysis of data and next steps for student learning. Subitising collection and analysis. 
Big Ideas in Number professional learning and the assessment tool. Focus on BIiN routines, mental routines and number 
of the day. SSO classroom support. DfE units of work. Development of a Maths unit planner containing the identified five 
effective principles of a unit of work. Partnership Numeracy PLC.

2022 will see the continuation of a Numeracy and Reading goal. The work currently undertaken in reading will be 
enhanced the professional learning in Phonics Instructional Routines and Close Reading. The work in BIiN will continue 
with a focus on additive and multiplicative thinking.

Quality improvement planning

Governing council report
2021 proved another challenging year at WPS due to the COVID19 pandemic. Volunteers and parents had been allowed 
back on school grounds but this stopped when the lockdown occurred and we only welcomed back volunteers and 
parents during Term 4.  The  school and staff were always in safe hands though led by principal Belinda Krollig and 
Megan Higgins as Deputy along with their leadership team, fellow teachers and support staff communicating with 
parents and caregivers at all times.
Despite the COVID19 pandemic, 2021 was a busy year for WPS.  Students represented WPS at SAPSASA, ANZAC 
day, and laid a wreath for Remembrance Day celebrations, science week expo and Choir. Student Voice held several 
dress up days, organised the School Disco and they proudly opened the new swings they raised funds for on the top 
oval. Students participated in Book Week and held a parade with parents & family viewing on the oval. WPS was able to 
hold their sports day with parents & family in attendance at the Waikerie Recreation Oval and Governing Council 
organised a very successful Sausage Sizzle on the day. Splash carnival unfortunately was cancelled due to cold 
weather. 
Fundraising this year included the popular Mother's and Father’s Day stalls organised by staff at WPS, although we did 
have some stock unavailable due to COVID19 shipping issues, a very lucrative Pie Drive was held through Waikerie 
Bakery and was very popular leading into the winter months. A Drink Bottle fundraiser as well as the hugely anticipated 
Run 4Fun was held at the start of Term 4.  Money raised will go towards a shelter in the Junior Primary area. 
Both the kindy and high school transitions went well with both current and upcoming students feeling supported. 2021 
saw year 6s graduate for the first time along with year 7 students – they had a wonderful graduation full of emotion. 
The Waikerie out of School Hours Care goes from strength to strength with enrolments continuing to increase, and other 
local schools starting to increase the use of this service.  We farewelled interim Director Kristy Schutz and welcomed 
new Director Sandra Hodson. 
Our Grounds committee has been busy in 2021 planning upcoming developments including a Nature Play area in the 
Upper Primary as well as liaising with council regarding the future Stanley Street Crossing.
Thank you to all the dedicated staff at WPS. Lastly I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the retirement of 
two incredible educators at the school – Belinda Krollig and teacher Jill Darling. Thank you both for your extensive 
service to Waikerie Primary School and your amazing commitment to education.  Rachel Wills
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA 
for reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six 
across all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 33% 37% 33%

Middle progress group 61% 58% 48%

Lower progress group * * 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 58% 33%

Middle progress group 59% 32% 48%

Lower progress group * * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 36 36 13 5 36% 14%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 28.5 28.5 12.0 7.0 42% 25%

Year 5 2021 21 21 9 4 43% 19%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 22.0 22.0 7.0 3.0 32% 14%

Year 7 2021 20 20 3 8 15% 40%

Year 7 2019-2021 Average 24.5 24.5 4.0 7.0 16% 29%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 28%

Middle progress group * * 47%

Lower progress group * * 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 27%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 7 2021 * * * * * *

Year 7 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Intervention & Support

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Aboriginal learners were identified on the basis of data, with some learners provided with additional in class support and 
one-on-one teacher support. In 2021 there has been a focus on Aboriginal student reading data. The initial focus was on 
year 1, 2 and 3 students who had not reached their Running Record benchmark. These students received two terms of 
reading support, they undertook two sessions a week with the early years support teacher who has a background as a 
Literacy Consultant. The teacher led the students through a 'mini' guided reading session where they were exposed to a 
book introduction, new vocab identified, repeated reading and comprehension strategies and questions. Students were 
also taught reading strategies to support their reading eg. re-reading, chunking, picture clues, first sounds. Students 
each received a set of reading strategy cards for use at home and school. Parents were kept informed of the intervention 
and successes celebrated.

Improvements made were identified through Running Record data. Five Aboriginal students undertook the intervention. 
The data below shows their running record achievement across the four terms.
Year 1 student - began term 1 level 12, term 2 level 15, term 3 level 17. term 4 level 19
Year 2 student 1 – began term 1 level 15, term 2 level 21, term 3 level 24 term 4 level 25
           student 2 – began term 1 level 20, term 2 level 21, term 3 level 23, term 4 level 24
           student 3 – began term 1 level 20, term 2 level 26, term 3 level 27, term 4 level 28
Year 3 student - began term 1 level 19, term 2 level 21, term 3 level 23, term 4 level 26
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The school is pleased with the 2021 student achievement data. The PAT results show the percentage of students at 
standard and the percentage ‘very above’ (VA).
PAT-R 
Year 2 85%    76%VA
Year 3 91%    81%VA   
Year 4 86%    79%VA
Year 5 91%    73%VA           
Year 6 88%    83%VA
Year 7 79%    68%VA

PAT-M 
Year 2 82%   73%VA
Year 3 89%   73%VA
Year 4 79%   61%VA
Year 5 91%   50%VA
Year 6 75%   58%VA
Year 7 85%   65%VA
             
NAPLAN results show the percentage of students at standard and in the higher bands (HB).
Reading
• Year 3 89%  36%HB
• Year 5 86%  43%HB
• Year 7 85%  15%HB
Writing
• Year 3 91%  49%HB
• Year 5 75%  15%HB
• Year 7 58%  10%HB
Numeracy
• Year 3  86%  14%HB
• Year 5  76%  19%HB
• Year 7  90%   40%HB

Running Record data below shows the percentage of students, at each year level, who made the benchmark at the end 
of term 3.
Reception 65% level 5 or above
Year 1 68% at level 13 or above
Year 2 75% at level 21 or above

School performance comment
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The school reviewed its Behaviour Support Policy in 2021 to align it to Berry Street strategies. In 2021 there were 4 
suspensions, 3 take homes and 90 undefined consequences. Undefined consequences include time out, warnings, 
rethink and parent contact. This figure is up on the 2020 total of 70 undefined consequences, there was little or no 
change in suspensions and take homes. 
The term 3 Wellbeing Survey (bully audit) was completed online for years 3 to 7. Thirty-two students responded that 
they felt they had experienced some form of bullying, primarily in the yard at break time. On further investigation 16 of 
the reports were not classified as bullying. The remaining 16 reports related to 4 students, 9 of these to 2 reception 
students and 4 to a year 7. These have been followed up with students and families. 

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
In 2021 fifty-seven parents responded to the survey. 

Questions relating to School Climate, the percentage who agree or strongly agree
• People are respectful 92% 
• Teachers and students are respectful 94%
• Child is important 87%
• Receive enough communication 87%

Questions relating to Student Learning. 
• 98%  agree or strongly agree that education is important
• Teachers provide useful feedback 84% 
• 77% would like more help with their child’s learning
• 61% receive useful tips on how to help their child learn

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 93.1% 89.4% 87.7% 93.7%

Year 1 93.2% 94.0% 85.4% 92.0%

Year 2 91.1% 94.4% 89.6% 87.6%

Year 3 90.2% 91.1% 88.9% 94.5%

Year 4 93.3% 92.3% 89.2% 93.3%

Year 5 91.7% 92.4% 89.3% 91.8%

Year 6 92.6% 93.3% 89.1% 91.5%

Year 7 91.5% 92.0% 85.7% 91.5%

Total 92.2% 92.4% 87.9% 92.0%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
The overall rate of attendance for 2021 from reception to year 7 was 92%.The school promotes the importance of 
regular attendance to support student learning and wellbeing through school and class communication. The school 
has a yearly Attendance Improvement Plan as well as an Attendance Requirement Procedure to support the process. 
Academy software automatically sends parents a sms which supports the reduction of unexplained absences. Parents 
are informed of lost hours of learning each semester in student reports. Families are also encouraged to submit 
exemption forms when they are taking extended periods of time away from the school, such as family holidays. Key 
personnel are the teacher, Student Wellbeing leader, ACEO, leadership team and Social Worker if required. 

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community9 |  Waikerie Primary School



Relevant history screening
The school refers to the Department for Education website processes for ensuring compliance with Relevant History 
Screenings. Information relating to screening requirements is communicated to families via class and school 
newsletters and Parent Handbook. All relevant volunteer documents are adhered to including: Volunteer policy and 
procedure, RAN-EC for volunteers and volunteer induction. We have transitioned to the Working With Children Check. 
The school has processes in place to support parents, Governing Council members and volunteers with online 
applications and training. All approvals are recorded on EDSAS and induction and role descriptions completed.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows 
recorded destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 8 16.3%
NS - LEFT SA FOR NSW 2 4.1%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

37 75.5%

U - UNKNOWN 2 4.1%
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 24
Post Graduate Qualifications 9

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 15.2 0.5 8.5
Persons 0 18 1 16

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $2,473,535
Grants: Commonwealth $7,310
Parent Contributions $73,857
Fund Raising $6,276
Other $582

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Targeted School Support Officer time to support identified students one-on-one to be 
ready to learn, assist them to de-escalate and address their sensory needs. Development 
of calming boxes for classrooms. 

Students more engaged in learning and 
an increase in classroom time.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

School Support Officer time in the classroom for Literacy. Targeted reading one-on-one 
for students not at the SEA in running records. 

Three of the 17 EALD students did not 
reach the SEA in Running Records.

Inclusive Education Support Program Students received allocated levels of funding. Support and intervention from Student 
Support Officers both in class and one-on-one. Individual student speech programs.

One Plans developed and reviewed, 
goals and aims achieved.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

These areas of funding are used primarily to provide Student Support Officers (SSO) in 
classrooms to address Literacy and Numeracy goals on the School Improvement Plan. 
Each class receives an SSO allocation to work with the teachers and students in the areas 
of reading, writing and Maths. Early years funding releases teachers to undertake running 
record assessments on all students and the analysis for improved learning outcomes. 
Aboriginal students not reaching the SEA in reading were given one-one-one reading 
support and older students access to Reading Doctor.

As per student performance comment. 

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Funding was used to release teachers to investigate the DfE new Australian Curriculum 
scope and sequences and units of work  in English and Maths.  Teachers worked together 
to plan and deliver units of work in Maths.

Consistency in programming, planning 
and consistency in A-C grading.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

Not applicable. Not applicable.

Better schools funding SSO classroom support and interventions in Literacy and Numeracy. Teacher release to 
attend partnership Maths PLC. 

Increased student achievement due to 
support and intervention.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

Not applicable. Not applicable.

Improved outcomes for gifted students Not applicable. Not applicable.

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




